
 
POSITION DESCRIPTION: EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

The Rivanna Conservation Alliance (RCA), a nonprofit watershed organization located in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, seeks an experienced, motivated and visionary individual to serve as Executive Director.  

About RCA 

RCA was founded in 2016 when the Rivanna Conservation Society, an organization that advocated for 
the health and protection of the Rivanna River for over twenty-five years, merged with StreamWatch, a 
local nonprofit focused on rigorous monitoring of the water quality of the Rivanna River and its 
tributaries.  With its stewardship history and focus on the Rivanna, RCA holds a unique place in the 
watershed.  In this role, RCA implements an array of programs to engage local communities and 
governments in understanding and connecting with the river.  

Through all seasons, RCA advocates for the conservation of the river and aids in its preservation and 
restoration with the end goal of achieving its vision of a healthy, thriving community that values its 
rivers and streams. With the help of dedicated staff and numerous volunteers, RCA is the only nonprofit 
in Virginia to have achieved Level III certification for both bacteria and benthic monitoring programs. 
The Rivanna watershed is one of the most thoroughly monitored watersheds in the Commonwealth. The 
resulting data is used to inform local and state policy regarding the management of local waterways. 
RCA education and recreation programs in the community and local schools help a new generation 
connect with and value the river. At RCA’s Scheier Natural Area, a 100-acre preserve with ponds and 
trails for hiking, environmental education partners conduct seasonal workshops.  

For more information about the Rivanna Conservation alliance visit our website at: 
www.rivannariver.org. 

Responsibilities of the Executive Director 

The Executive Director leads the organization, its staff and volunteers, and reports to the Board of 
Directors. The Executive Director serves as the principal spokesperson and connection for RCA with the 
broader community, including local and state government staff and officials, schools, businesses, 
conservation organizations, engaged citizens, and the University of Virginia. The Executive Director 
oversees the day-to-day operations of the organization and the execution of RCA’s Strategic Plan.  These 
broad responsibilities include: guiding the staff’s implementation of all programs; overseeing financial, 
human resource, and grants management; developing, ensuring and maintaining a diversified funding 
stream to support program implementation; helping to lead development and fundraising efforts; and 
serving as the primary liaison to the Board of Directors. 

Desired Background and Qualifications 

RCA seeks an Executive Director with proven leadership and management skills, and a demonstrated 
capability to develop effective and diverse partnerships and identify innovative solutions.  The Executive 
Director will need to articulate the mission and vision of the organization as evident in RCA’s programs 
and policies. Experience with staff, financial and administrative management of organizations in a 
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flexible work environment is desired, along with experience in long-term planning and the use of a 
broad range of office technologies, particularly having a demonstrated ability to communicate and 
market through social media.  A candidate will also benefit from positive local relationships and a 
working knowledge of environmental policies, issues and strategies.  

The Executive Director will have experience in development and fundraising, including foundation and 
government grants as well as corporate and private donations. The Executive Director will have 
significant experience in a related field, with successful experience in a leadership and management 
role. Previous experience working with non-profit organizations and any related advanced degrees or 
certifications are also desirable. 

Location: The Executive Director will be based in Charlottesville, Virginia, with an ability to travel 
occasionally as needed. 

Salary: $45,000 to $65,000 depending on qualifications. 

Closing Date: Applications will be accepted through September 30, 2018. The position will remain open 
until filled. 

To Apply: Please submit cover letter, resume and references to: RivannaEDsearch@gmail.com with 
‘Executive Director’ in the subject line. No phone inquiries please. 
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