
River  Stew ards: Dan Triman and Just in Alt ice Date: 10-09-18

Star t ing Locat ion and Tim e: Riverview Park (1: 30 PM)

Ending Locat ion and Tim e: Milton (6: 00 PM)

W eather : Cloudy Recent  Precipita t ion: Most ly dry this past  week

USGS Gauges: Earlysville 1.96 ft  (112 cfs) , Palmyra 3.50 ft  (650 cfs)

W ater  Color : Somewhat  Clear W ater  Odor : None Air  Tem p: 80° F

DO: 6 ppm PH: 8 Turbidit y: 20 JTU W ater  Tem p: 24° C

W ater  Test ing Locat ion: Milton Boat  Ramp River Left (38°00.3’ N 78°23.9’ W)

Land Use:
Resident ial m ainly, with som e com m ercial use and park property

W ildlife  Sight ings and Plant  Life :
Blue Heron, Eagle, Fish, Turt les, Dragonflies, Dam selflies, Crow, Sm all
Birds, Snakes, Frog. Good num ber of t rees are dropping their  leaves are
started to look m ore bare than they have recent ly.

People I nteract ions:
Saw several people at Riverview Park and another two vehicles at  Milton.
There were 2 other people out in kayaks fishing at  Riverview when we
started the paddle, but  otherwise, didn’ t  see anyone else on the River. We
had 8 of us total on the paddle today included the 2 RCA River Stewards
Just in and Dan, RCA River Guardian Volunteer Pat  Burket t ,  Chris Gensic
from  Charlot tesville Parks and Rec, and 4 m em bers of the Alebm arle
County Water Rescue Team – Mat t  Ascoli, Alex Colley, Roger Wilkins, and
Chris Wyat t . We also ran into the Albem arle County Parks and Rec t ruck
dropping off the dum pster for us at  Milton when we were shut t ling vehicles
at  the beginning of the paddle t r ip.

Lit ter  and Pollut ion:
The purpose of this paddle was to rem ove t ires and other large objects
from  the Rivanna River. So we collected a pret ty large am ount  of t rash and
debris in the process. We m anaged to rem ove about  20 t ires from  the
r iver, several large pieces of m etal and plast ic, several pieces of pipe, a
broken piece of a kayak, a t rash can, som e inner tubes, kid’ s bicycles,
sport ing equipm ent , etc. We were able to fill about  1/ 3 of the dum pster
that  Albem arle County Parks and Rec provided for us at  Milton.



Overa ll Sum m ary:
We at tem pted to do this paddle several weeks ago but  had to cancel it  due
to high and fast  water levels. So we were glad to be able to have a
successful paddle t r ip today. The r iver was st ill a lit t le higher than would
be ideal for these types of paddles to rem ove t ires (as well as is t ypical for
this t im e of year) , but  we were able to m ake it  work out . We rem oved a
significant  am ount  of t rash and debris from  this st retch of the Rivanna
River today, but  even so there were st ill another 10 t ires and som e other
larger t rash and debris we spot ted that  we weren’ t  able to get  out  of the
River today. Also, we lost  a couple of Carlisle black canoe paddles today
during the t r ip in one of the rapids near the power lines, so if anyone
happens to find them , we sure would appreciate get t ing them  back.

Thanks to everyone who helped to m ake this project  possible, including
the following:  Albem arle County Water  Rescue for pulling our RCA canoe
t railer and providing on the water assistance, Albem arle County Parks &
Rec for providing the dum pster at  Milton and disposing of the t rash we
rem oved from  the r iver , Charlot tesville Parks & Rec for on the water
assistance, The Nature Conservancy for let t ing us borrow tools, and Pat
Burket t  for volunteer ing her on the water assistance.

Act ions Needed – level of pr ior it y ( 1  highest / 5  low es t ) :
4 – Rem ove rem aining t ires and larger debris item s from  the River.



Figure 1: Matt and Chris digging up a tire out of the water Figure 2: Loading tire into the canoe

Figure 3: Alex paddling canoe with trash can in it Figure 4: Justin with a pipe on his kayak

Figure 5: Nice view of the river Figure 6: Roger and Alex paddled a canoe



Figure 7: Canoe full of tires and other trash Figure 8: Eagle’s nest on power line tower

Figure 9: Justin and Pat loading tires into canoe Figure 10: Taking a break before loading up more trash

Figure 11: Blue Heron Figure 12: Sun coming out from behind the clouds



Figure 13: Chris and Dan paddling a canoe Figure 14: Realizing we are at full capacity for tires and trash

Figure 15: Matt using simple pulley system for canoes Figure 16: Dumpster full of trash removed from river today

Figure 17: Group photo at Milton Figure 18: Another group photo at Milton


