


Agenda
6:00 PM - 6:10 PM

Poll, welcome, and introductions

6:10 PM - 6:55 PM

Presentations

● Lisa Wittenborn, Rivanna Conservation Alliance - Project Background and Goals
● Dan Frisbee, City of Charlottesville - City Water Resources Stewardship
● Kip Mumaw, Ecosystem Services - River and Outfall Restoration
● Mary Wolf, Wolf Josey Landscape Architects - Landscape Design
● Chris Gensic, City of Charlottesville Parks and Recreation - Park Planning and Improvement

6:55 PM - 7:25 PM

Q&A

7:25 PM - 7:30 PM

Conclusion





Project Background 
and Goals

Lisa Wittenborn, Ph.D.
Executive Director



Project Location: Riverview Park in Charlottesville, VA



Rivanna Prioritization Study - 2019-2020

This area near Darden Towe Park required emergency 
repairs with riprap when erosion exposed utility lines in 2019



Riverview Park Selected for Potential Restoration
Project will generate significant environmental and community benefits:

● Protect the land, trees, and trails from erosion

● Reduce water pollution

● Improve opportunities for boating, wading, and observing wildlife

● Enhance habitat for birds, fish, and other wildlife

● Protect public safety and existing infrastructure



Designing the Riverview Restoration Project - 2021-2023 

● Conceptual design supported by a 
second National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation (NFWF) planning 
grant

● Ecosystem Services evaluated 
technical feasibility

● RCA engaged community to learn 
if a project was desired and what 
it should look like

● Wolf Josey pulled design concept 
together



What We Learned from the Community

Collected input from >250 people: public meetings, online forms, 
paper forms in Park, and one-on-one conversations

● Strong support for restoration

● Most important park features: trails, safe river access, 
natural landscape, clean/healthy river

● Desired improvements: reduce erosion/stabilize banks, 
remove invasives and plant natives, improve river access, 
improve trash management, provide more education/public 
awareness 

● Top concerns: tree loss, impervious surfaces near banks, 
invasive plant management, longevity

Example Question: 
For river recreational access, 

which do you prefer?



Rivanna 
Restoration 
at Riverview 
Park

Conceptual 
Design



Project Funding

● National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, with support 
from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and 
the Chesapeake Bay Program.

● City of Charlottesville’s Stormwater Utility Fund, Office 
of Sustainability, and Department of Parks & Rec

● Virginia Stormwater Local Assistance Fund

● Anne & Gene Worrell Foundation

● Rivanna Water & Sewer Authority, Rivanna Trails 
Foundation, and RCA

Project currently estimated at ~$1.4 million including design, 
permitting, and construction. Funding from:



City Water Resources 
Stewardship

Dan Frisbee
Water Resources Specialist



Charlottesville’s Water Quality Drivers

● City developed largely w/out 
stormwater management

● Major impacts to our urban stream 
network

● Impaired waters =>  local and 
Chesapeake Bay TMDLs

● Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System (MS4) Phase II community

● Formal commitments to 
sustainability & water resources 
protection



Water Resources Protection Program (WRPP)

Established in 2014 and funded by the Stormwater 
Utility Fee

Purpose and Goals:
● Comply with federal and state stormwater regulations

● Rehabilitate the City’s aging stormwater drainage system

● Address drainage and flooding problems

● Pursue environmental stewardship and water quality 
improvement projects



Compliance… 

● MS4 Permit requires the City to:
○ Develop and implement a Stormwater 

Management Program
○ TMDL Action Plans for the Rivanna and 

several of its tributaries, as well as for 
Chesapeake Bay
■ Reductions of sediment, phosphorus, 

nitrogen, and bacteria



…by way of Stewardship
Green Infrastructure &

Ecosystem Restoration Projects

City Hall Vegetated Roof

Schenks Branch Tributary Restoration

Azalea 
Park 

Wetlands



Project Pollutant Removal - MS4 Impact 



River & Outfall Restoration

Kip Mumaw, PE
Principal Engineer





“[Rivers exist] in a rich and complicated context that reflects 
fluxes of matter and energy between the river and the greater 
environment, as well as the history of these fluxes.”
-Ellen Wohl





Riverbank Erosion (cross section view)



Outfall Erosion (cross section view)



















Tree removal & planting

Trees removed: 89 trees removed

Native Planting:

● 254 trees
● 520 shrubs
● 12,859 herbaceous plugs







South Fork Shenandoah River



Linville Creek





South Fork Shenandoah River



Elk Shoals



Riverview Park







Tributary to Meadow Creek



Tributary to Ivy Creek





Kilmarnock



Pine Fork Park



   Bolton Branch



Landscape Design

Mary Wolf
Principal
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TOTAL TREES: 164

* Plus 90 additional 3 gallon trees 
along bank restoration

Tree List



TOTAL SHRUBS: 257

* Plus 161 additional 3 gallon shrubs 
along bank restoration and 102 live 
stakes

Shrub and Groundcover List



Park Planning & 
Improvement

Chris Gensic
Planner - Parks & Recreation



Park Overall Plan
Pending conceptual plans for parking, 
access, and circulation 

Public review and input throughout 
process

2026 budget request

New river access point for boats and trail 
connection to parking

Continued invasive plant control and 
landscape management



Project Next Steps
Expected Timeline:

● Obtain the final permits over the next few months

● Find a construction contractor late this year (formal 
process)

● Construction planned for late Winter to Spring 2026

Opportunities to Learn More:

● Walk and Talks in Riverview Park: September 21 
and October 19, 5-6 p.m.

● Project webpage at 
www.rivannariver.org/rivanna-restoration


